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INCLUSION IN ACTION:
STORIES OF SUCCESS

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
TERESA SANHEIM

Dear Colleagues,
As the warmth of spring begins to return, we are reminded
of the power of renewal—of fresh starts, growth, and the
energy that longer days and brighter sunshine bring. Just as
nature awakens, so too does our collective spirit, fueled by
the important work we do in supporting students across
Manitoba.

This time of year reflects what we, as student services
administrators, do every day. Like the changing season, we
help students emerge from challenges, discover new
opportunities, and grow into their full potential. The work
you do—whether in guidance, mental health support,
accessibility services, or beyond—creates the conditions
for students to thrive, much like the sun and rain nourish
new life.

As we move forward into the final stretch of the academic
year, may you find inspiration in the renewal of spring. Let
the sunshine remind you of the light you bring to others.
Let the blooming season reflect the impact of your efforts.
And let the promise of longer days bring you well-deserved
moments of rest and rejuvenation.

Thank you for your dedication, your passion, and your
unwavering commitment to students. Your work truly
makes a difference, and we hope this season brings you as
much growth and renewal as you help create for others.
With appreciation, \
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You make a difference
every day!

Teresa Sanheim
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SSAAM AWARDS SSAAM Spring

pleyti! Conference and

Congratulations To: AGM
Jill King - Certificate of Merit Conf .
Cindy Searle - Certificate of Recognition ORIETENCE.

Joane Derksen - Certificate of Friday, April 25, 2025
Recognition

Brenda Hill-Yaschyshyn - Lifetime

Member

Louise Duncan - Lifetime Member s

SSAAM

Will be our hosts for the
2025
Hospitality Room and Gala
at Lady of the Lake!

Annual General Meeting
Thursday, April 24, 2025
Canad Inn

Link to Register:
h_ttps:SSAAM2025AGM.eventbrite.cu
6:30PM - 9:30PM

Join other SSAAM members for an evening of
information

sharing and networking.

No cost with light supper and refreshments
available.



https://ssaam2025agm.eventbrite.ca/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/ssaam-2025-spring-pd-session-tickets-1267817318729?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/ssaam-2025-spring-pd-session-tickets-1267817318729?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/ssaam-2025-spring-pd-session-tickets-1267817318729?aff=oddtdtcreator

Celebration from Pembina Trails School
Division

Did you get to see Olivia Steadman sing the U.S. and
Canadian national anthems at the Jets-Seattle
game?
If you didn’t, you may have read about her incredibly
inspiring story_in the Free Press or watched clips in
social media or saw her inspiring story on the news.
If this is all new to you, you should know at that
game, 22-year-old Olivia Steadman got to fulfill her
dream of singing the national anthem at a Jets
game, thanks to the kindness of Jets co-owner Mark
Chipman who graciously made Olivia’s dream come
true; the unending support of Olivia’'s amazing
family; the organizations (like Inclusion Winnipeg
and the Movement Centre of Manitoba) that have
helped Olivia and her family on their difficult journey;
and the many teachers, EAs, counsellors and other
o } } supports in Pembina Trails who have nurtured

Olivia Steadman sings Canadian Olivia's love of singing for most of her young life.
national anthem click to read Free Press Article olivia’s entire education has been at Pembina Trails,

having attended Whyte Ridge, HGI and Vincent
¢ Massey.

' Olivia is blind from birth and has other serious
challenges in her life because of suffering a stroke in
* her mother’'s womb.
But last Thursday, none of that mattered. Her singing
voice brought down the house. Olivia sang both
anthems with confidence and a tonal quality that
brought people to their feet and tears to their eyes.

Olivia's uplifting story has gone viral, and that's
because it was a genuinely beautiful moment.

“l was excited and happy. There were tears of happiness.”
Olivia Steadman

Olivia was given a chance and she knocked it out of the park. She has worked on her singing voice for many
years, but she needed a break to showcase her beautiful singing voice. Mark Chipman gave her that break,
and we are all better for it.

The reaction to Olivia’'s beautiful voice has been so overwhelmingly positive that Chipman wants her to sing
next season when the Jets are on national TV. Well done Olivia Steadman and thank you Mark Chipman.
You can find the full video of her singing here: Youtube linkhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0OqPLPJrBP4

Please Click on Youtube Links to see Olivia sing our National Anthem! So Proud!
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https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/featured/2025/01/19/hope-and-inspiration
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/featured/2025/01/19/hope-and-inspiration
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/featured/2025/01/19/hope-and-inspiration
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/featured/2025/01/19/hope-and-inspiration
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/featured/2025/01/19/hope-and-inspiration
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/featured/2025/01/19/hope-and-inspiration
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/featured/2025/01/19/hope-and-inspiration
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/featured/2025/01/19/hope-and-inspiration
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/featured/2025/01/19/hope-and-inspiration
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0qPLPJrBP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0qPLPJrBP4

Fun at
Festival DU Voyageur!

Ecole Riverside school in
i to Festival du
Voyageur, with hi cently. With the appropriate
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man Rights,
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swimming, & trip
horse drawn sleighr
encouraging him to particip

them.
His dad,as @ chaperone, was able to create many
i firsts together. We

memories with him, experiencing many
are grateful his family is very supportive of his plan and
finds ways 10 ensure he is able to participate in everything

the district implements aS part of his growth and success- =
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The Think Inclusive podcast, hosted by Tim Villegas, explores the
real-world application of inclusive education. It features
conversations with educators, advocates, and experts who share
insights on creating equitable and inclusive learning environments.
Topics range from trauma-informed practices to the future of special
education laws like the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA). The podcast aims to empower educators and promote
systemic change towards more inclusive educational practices.
Available on Spotify, YouTube, and Apple Podcasts

Submitted by: Karen Klassen, River East Transcona

Here are some key episodes:
"What's Next for IDEA?" - This episode explores the future of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) amidst changing political and educational landscapes, featuring experts like
Dr. Jen Newton and Eric Garcia.
"Debunking Myths About Inclusive Education Funding" - Jamie Sowers from BlazerWorks joins
Tim Villegas to discuss the cost and logistics of inclusive education, debunking common myths
about the funding required for inclusive practices.
"The Transformative Power of Alternative Communication" - Danny and Tara Whitty discuss the
impact of alternative communication methods like spelling to communicate, highlighting their
transformative power
"The Other Kids": A Conversation about Inclusion, Trauma, and Behavior with
Alex Shevrin Venet - This episode discusses the importance of trauma-informed and equity-
centered education, and how educators can become change makers.
Janice Fialka & Sara Jo Soldovieri What to Say When Families Think Segregated Special
Education Classrooms Are Best - This episode explores the challenges and strategies for
advocating inclusive education to families who prefer segregated special education settings.

SSAAM WEBSITE
https://ssaam.mb.ca/
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Mission: SSAAM is committed to providing provincial leadership and
informed advocacy to support appropriate educational programming for
all students.



https://ssaam.mb.ca/

Book Recommendation: The Anxious Generation

By Jonathan Haidt

Submitted by: Rod Kehler - Hanover School Division

| recently read The Anxious Generation, and | can’t recommend it highly
enough. This book provides valuable insights into the increasing levels of
anxiety seen in children and adolescents today, shedding light on the
societal, technological, and familial factors that contribute to this
phenomenon. One of the highlights of the book is its in-depth
exploration of the unique pressures faced by this generation, from the
pervasive influence of social media to the impact of heightened
academic and social expectations. The author delves into why these
stressors affect children so profoundly and offers practical strategies to

The.Anxious

support them. As school staff, understanding the roots of anxiety is Generntmn
essential for fostering an environment where all students can thrive. The L.,'jh:‘j:,'f.;f‘:';?:‘:‘;;m
book includes numerous recommendations on how educators can create - “’“’“*"L!j-"i‘j“

safe, supportive spaces in schools, build stronger relationships with
students, and integrate mindfulness and resilience practices into daily
routines. | found The Anxious Generation to be not only insightful but
also incredibly actionable. The suggestions provided can help staff
identify signs of anxiety, respond to students with empathy, and v

" - = T
collaborate effectively with families to support children in navigating Jdn thﬂnfl-lﬁldt
their challenges. This is a must-read for anyone working with children e g e
today. It offers a compassionate perspective and equips educators with
tools to better understand and address the anxiety impacting so many of
our students. | thoroughly enjoyed this book and would encourage you to
pick up The Anxious Generation.




